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Homecoming Update
On Saturday, November 4, the brothers of Phi Gamma Delta reconnected with
graduate brothers of all ages. Many of the brothers came to watch a down to
the wire, 38-35 victory over Princeton, which set the tone for the day. Even
with new regulations in place, in terms of registering fraternity events on
campus, we were able to welcome alumni of all ages to an open bar happy hour
in the chapter house. Afterwards, some of the more recent graduate brothers
had a pleasant dinner together at a local restaurant to reconnect and relive FIJI
traditions. Many brothers reconnected over recollections of living together and
events such as Pig Dinner, former Homecomings and the always memorable
brotherhood initiation. Lots of wisdom was passed down to younger brothers,
which we all appreciated a lot. The undergrads can say for the whole fraternity Spanning five generations of the line, Zach Fallber
that we are looking forward to seeing these graduate brothers again, hopefully (2020), Noah Gelles (2019), Alex DiFelice (2018)
and Leland Bernstein (2016) gather for a post-footat Pig Dinner and future Homecomings.
ball picture.

Family Weekend Update
On a positively beautiful Saturday, October 21, the Beta Chapter commenced our 3rd Annual FIJI Family Weekend. In trending fashion, attendance exploded to our largest Family Weekend to date, with close to 60
family members present! The day started with a tiki torch lit BBQ out front
of the chapter house as we enjoyed the 75oF and sunny weather. Families
connected and reconnected as we prepared to head over to the Penn vs Yale
football game. Unfortunately,
Yale pulled head in a 19-24
loss, but spirits remained
Giancarlo Marconi (2019) gathers with his
strong with time for a nap
family for the BBQ.
or refresher before dinner.
As the sun was setting, the two older Mu and Nu classes headed east to
Chinatown’s Dim Sum Garden with their families for a traditional BYO
dinner. Simultaneously, the newest Xi class walked over to Bocconcini for
an analogous feast. After joyous dinners on both ends, families headed in
for the night, before final small brunches the next morning. The Cabinet
was thoroughly satisfied with the decision to move Family Weekend to
Chris Muracca (2020) enjoying the weather with the fall, and it was repeatedly brought up in chapter the following evening
his family at the Penn vs. Yale game.
how grounding it is to show the family that we’ve made to the family that
made us. We absolutely hope to see as strong of an attendance for the years to come.

Thanksgiving Dinner Update
Our most recent chapter event included a Thanksgiving feast for the brotherhood and our closest friends of FIJI. The
leader of our Special Events Committee (SPEV), Patrick Ryan Dunne (2018), organized this registered feast for over 100
people. With food graciously secured by Treasurer, Noah Gelles (2019), our very own meal plan head, Chef G, worked
with three other chefs for hours to prepare
an array of roast turkey, stuffing, mashed
potatoes, green beans, rice, mac & cheese,
vegetable medley, salad, cornbread and pies.
We then gathered in the Chapter room for
an address and toast from our dear President, Ben Roggen (2018), before digging in.
The night continued with toasts to the fraternity, our closest friends, and everything else
that we hold dear during this Thanksgiving. Juan Carlos Ortega (2019) and friend,
Tim Schlein (2020) carves the turkey

Lily Zirlin, enjoy the feast as speeches get
underway.

before the feast begins.

Alumni President’s Update
Hello brothers.
Approximately five years ago, the undergraduates instituted a voluntary meal plan at the
house, which has only expanded and now serves lunch and dinner to the majority of the
undergraduate brothers six days a week. This is significant participation despite a kitchen
that has not seen a major renovation in half a century, save new floor tiling in the late 80s.
The graduate board commissioned drawings and the due diligence process to bring the
kitchen up to current code and usability. The various board approvals through the layers
of Philadelphia bureaucracy took over a year and a half to complete. The graduate board
in its fall meeting, this past week, reviewed the consultant’s cost estimate which came
to $450,000. We feel this is a conservative figure and anticipate bids will come in at or
around this amount.
Penn will not approve the renovation unless the project is fully funded. The board has approved the project subject to raising commitments in the next 90 days for the renovation
to be able to take place during this summer’s recess.

As seen above, the kitchen is long
overdue for a renovation.

Stay tuned.
Terry Spahr (1988)
Alumni President

Pig Dinner 2018

The date for this year’s spring Pig Dinner has been set for Friday, April 13, 2018.
Please join us in welcoming Ted Schlein (1986) as our guest speaker.
Among other entrepreneurial ventures, such as early work transitioning into a VP role at Symantec, Ted is currently a
Managing Partner at Kleiner, Perkins, Caufield and Byers. He specializes in enterprise software and infrastructure markets
encompassing but not limited to networking and consumer security.
Ted’s involvements on campus include roles on the Board of Trustees, on the Board of Overseers for the School of Engineering and Applied Sciences and being a Beta Fiji Chapter parent.
To accommodate the strong interest this year from older graduate brothers, we are exploring holding the dinner at an outside venue. Please keep your eyes peeled for invites!

Alumni Notes
Brothers,
I’m a class of 2011 Penn graduate and a member of the Alpha Class of Fijis that recolonized the chapter in 2009. Since then, I’ve
graduated from NYU Law School and settled in the Maryland suburbs of DC with my wife.
This past spring, I developed a persistent swollen lymph node on the right side of my neck. I underwent a biopsy, and a few days
later, the doctor called to deliver the news: it was an aggressive form of non-Hodgkin lymphoma. I immediately began a tough
regimen of chemotherapy. I was fortunate that the doctors caught it early, and by June, the cancer was in complete remission.
My battle with cancer reminded me that no one is guaranteed tomorrow and that we should try to make a tangible difference in
people’s lives while we’re here. As the Phi Gamma Delta values state: “We have the ability, the opportunity, and the duty to serve
our fellow human beings. Our reward is the satisfaction that comes from serving.”
So I’ve decided to run for the Maryland House of Delegates. The election is not until June 2018, but I would be grateful if you
would consider supporting my candidacy by contributing or spreading the word. You can visit my campaign website at
www.vaughnformaryland.com.
Perge,
Vaughn Stewart (2011)

Special Tribute
Jack Porter (1955) has served on our graduate board for the past 12 years. He was
extremely instrumental in negotiations and his influence with the Penn administration
in our fraternity’s return to 3619 Locust Walk. Jack and his wife, Louise, have relocated
from Haverford, PA to Vero Beach, FL. Jack will be near two of his pledge brothers, Dick
Chadwell (1955) and Happ Merriman (1955). Jack has determined it is time to relinquish those responsibilities. We are indebted to and grateful for his service and from a
personal level his friendship.

Fijis Abroad This Summer
Italian Stallion in the Land of the Dragon
One of our resident Italian brothers, Michele Sandrin (2019), took some time away from the typical Wharton grind to
engage in an expedition of self exploration this summer. After a week at home in Milan following exams, Mickey, as he
is affectionately known within the brotherhood, flew threw Bangkok on his way to Hanoi to begin a five-week solo trek
through Vietnam and Cambodia.
After encouragement from his Aunt to make the trip as a personal challenge to experience self-dependence in a foreign
land, Mickey worked his way around from Hanoi -> Ha Long Bay -> Sapa -> Hoi An -> Dalat -> Ho Chi Minh City ->
Phnom Penh, Cambodia -> Ankgor Wat, Cambodia -> Bangkok -> Milan, with dozens more stops in between.
What did Mickey find while scootering around the endless rice paddy expanses, enjoying the relentlessly warm hospitality
of those who have so much less? I guess what we all hope to find when dancing with the mystic charm that has lured away
so many expats.
He found as we have all come to find, that Mickey is boundlessly amiable, a wizard at having fun and meeting new friends
abroad. But also that he’s developed an appreciation for happily living with very little and a skepticism of the daily rat race
we all to some degree engage in. Yet, at the same time he formed a new appreciation for the safety our way of life entails.
Mickey comes out a new man and a same man at the same time, trade-offs ponders the financial magician, everything
comes down to trade-offs.
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Obituary
Eric Klein (1978) passed away on July 15, 2016 after complications from diabetes. Paul Alchas (1978) writes about his bond
with his fraternity brother: “I knew Eric in high school, but it wasn’t until we both ended up at Penn that we became close
friends in our freshman year. As a member of the lacrosse team, Eric introduced me to FIJI and we pledged together in spring
1975. We roomed together at FIJI in our sophomore year and again for part of our senior year off campus. I couldn’t have
asked for a more easy-going, thoughtful and all-around good-guy for a roommate.”
“We remained good friends since graduating from Penn. Through to the end, Eric always kept a positive attitude, always
talking about the latest news from family and friends. In fact, every time we’d speak, he rarely discussed health issues.”
“I miss you, Eric, and thank you for the great memories together. Perge!”

Note From the President
The Chapter is performing wonderfully this year. Our brotherhood continues to serve as one of the most active, diverse
and respected communities on campus. Since the beginning of the academic year, we have expanded upon existing events
and traditions and increased the scope of chapter initiatives. We have already executed several successful brotherhood and
service events, including a crab feast in the chapter room, our marquis Haunted House philanthropy event, and our annual
Thanksgiving dinner, where we collected canned goods to be donated. The annual Fiji Gentlemen Scholarship was awarded to three young men for their pursuit of knowledge, service and excellence. We also hosted our most successful Family
Weekend to date, with a host of parents and family in attendance. This year, we continue to expand the resources available
to brothers, highlighted by the introduction of the “Cracking the Interview” series, in which seniors taught the must-know
basics of finance, tech, engineering and consulting to underclassmen in a formalized setting. We have also improved our
formalized resume review process to match underclassmen with upperclassmen who have pursued similar paths. Although
the fall semester is winding down now, we look forward to a promising recruitment in the spring semester. We are always
looking to hear from our graduate brothers. If you have any questions, new member recommendations or plans to travel to
Philadelphia, please don’t hesitate to reach out!
Best,
Ben Roggen (2018)

