PHI GAMMA DELTA

BUILDING
COURAGEOUS
LEADERS

Letter from the Executive
Director
To Whom it May Concern,
Thank you for considering Phi Gamma Delta. I appreciate the opportunity to help you learn more
about our Fraternity.
Founded on May 1, 1848, Phi Gamma Delta’s mission is to “unite men in enduring friendships,
stimulate the pursuit of knowledge, and build courageous leaders who serve the world with the
best that is in them.” Thousands of our members, of all ages, will attest to the impact that these
three priorities have had in their lives.
I want to focus just a moment on the third aim in our mission, Building Courageous Leaders. We
know that, while in college and throughout their lives, our members will face situations where
their values will be challenged. We call these experiences “testing points.” Through our Building
Courageous Leaders initiative, we seek to prepare our members to recognize those testing points,
to understand the implications of any decision, and to respond with courage to do what they
know to be right. Many of our programs and messages are built around these lessons.
Phi Gamma Delta does not exist in a vacuum but compliments an undergraduate education.
We believe that the Fraternity can provide great value not only to its members, but to the entire
campus community through its commitment to academics and community involvement. Our
staff and volunteers are ready and willing to support our undergraduates but recognize that our
members and chapters are best served through a strong partnership with our host institutions.
Finally, we say that Phi Gamma Delta is “Not for College Days Alone,” meaning that membership
is for life. The friendships that a man develops in his undergraduate chapter are relationships
that carry with him long after graduation. Moreover, the benefits of Phi Gamma Delta extend
far beyond a man’s undergraduate career. The collective striving for higher and better things, the
working together toward a common goal and the learning to live harmoniously with others will
make him a better citizen. It is for these and other benefits of membership, both during and after
college, that so many of our brothers continue to remain actively involved in Phi Gamma Delta
and supporting the undergraduate experience.
I encourage you to continue to learn more about Phi Gamma Delta and the positive impact it can
have on you and your campus.
Sincerely,

Rob Caudill
Executive Director

About Phi Gamma Delta
History
Phi Gamma Delta was founded on May 1, 1848 at Jefferson College
in Canonsburg, Pennsylvania.

Mission
Phi Gamma Delta unites men in enduring friendships, stimulates the
pursuit of knowledge, and builds courageous leaders who serve the
world with the best that is in them.

Vision
To be an active, vital force of men who courageously live our values
and make a positive impact on college and community.

Values
Friendship, Knowledge, Service, Morality and Excellence

Building Courageous Leaders
Courageous leaders have the strength to stand up for their values
when they are tested.

There Are Three Elements of Courageous
Leadership:
1. Understanding Phi Gamma Delta’s values
2. Recognizing testing points - times when the values are challenged
3. Applying the values at the testing point and confronting the issue

Membership

As of the 2019-20 School Year

195,000+

Initiated Brothers Since 1848

10,500+

Undergraduate Members

154

Chapters & Colonies

78

Average Chapter Size

120,000+

Active Graduate Brothers

70

Graduate Chapters

Programming
New Member Education
Social Strengths

The Social Strengths Program offers brothers
education in important topics such as healthy
relationships, consent, sexual assault prevention,
safe social environments and bystander
intervention. The Social Strengths Program is
broken into two parts: in-person workshop and
an E-Manual.

Six Week Program

No hazing tolerated in Phi Gamma Delta at any
time, for new members or brothers. The education
program consists of learning how to operate the
Fraternity. Meetings will be held weekly for this
purpose and will be taught by local graduate
brothers. Members learn from The Purple
Pilgrim, Phi Gamma Delta’s introductory guide
to brotherhood, about the Fraternity’s history
and basic characteristics. Pledge education also
includes scholarship components with study
skills, resources, and strategies.
New Members are required to achieve a 2.5
cumulative GPA for initiation; a 3.0 is preferred to
pledge now and in the future. Phi Gamma Delta
aims to have the highest academic rank among all
campus organizations.

Health & Safety Education
Alcohol Skills Training Program
(ASTP)

ASTP is a discussion-based program that uses
an approach to alcohol education that is nonjudgmental and non-confrontational. It meets
chapter/colony members where they are in terms
of readiness to change their behavior.

Behind Happy Faces

Behind Happy Faces is a mental health program
designed to help chapters/colonies tackle the
difficult conversations surrounding mental health.

Testing Point Workshop

This discussion-based workshop emphasizes
on the most relevant and realistic aspects of
bystander intervention and proactive personal
development for today’s collegiate men.

#JoinTheFight Against Hazing
The Fraternity has embarked on a comprehensive
Hazing Prevention Plan intended to rethink our
approach to new member education, engage
interested constituencies and, ultimately, work to
eliminate hazing from our chapters. We invite you
to Join the Fight to prevent hazing!

Membership Benefits
Leadership Development
The Leadership Institute

The Leadership Institute is a five-day, premier leadership experience empowers brothers to work on real
challenges facing their chapters. Participants will return to their chapter/colony prepared to educate their
brothers on what it means to Lead with Courage.

Undergraduate Interfraternity Institute (UIFI)

UIFI is hosted by the North American Interfraternity Conference (NIC). This five-day institute brings
together fraternity men and sorority women from across North America to create opportunities to explore,
define, and enhance their leadership skills, personal awareness, commitment to their fraternity or sorority,
and grow to expect values based action from themselves and those they lead. The Fraternity offers 25
scholarships for brothers to attend each year.

The Summit

The Summit is a two and a half program, where participants will develop tangible skills and learn
techniques in recruitment and new member education.

Fiji Academy

Fiji Academy is held every January in St. Louis, Missouri. The Academy is an intensive, three-day leadership
experience, offering educational tracks for all chapter officer positions, including graduate volunteers.

Ekklesia

Ekklesia is the Fraternity’s biennial international convention, held in the summer of even-numbered years.
In this governing body, each chapter has up to three voting delegates and each graduate chapter may
have one voting delegate. The next Ekklesia will be held in Phoenix, Arizona, August 6-9, 2020. Over 800
undergraduate and graduate brothers are expected to attend.

Academic Assistance
The Fraternity enhances academic performance through
scholarships, tutoring, and peer accountability. Our chapters
consistently out-perform the All-Men’s (AMA) and All-Fraternity’s
(AFA) averages on their campuses. Additionally, the Fraternity’s GPA
has been above the AMA and AFA every semester since tracking the
data in 2005.

Scholarships

The Fraternity’s Educational Foundation offers over $450,000 in
scholarships each year, which members can apply for right away. All
men who achieve a 3.2 or better during their new member semester
will receive the AAA Scholarship from our Educational Foundation,
worth $250!

Chapter GPA
Spring 2019

3.141

Average GPA

58.2%

Above the All-Men’s Average
on Their Campus

54.9%

Above the All-Fraternity’s
Average on Their Campus

Financial
Information

Not for College
Days Alone!

Joining Semester

Stay Connected After Graduation

Total: $150*

Graduate Chapters

• New Member Fee: $70 - due at time
of pledging
• Chapter/Colony Dues: $70-90*
Decided by colony members at their first
meeting, and cover colony activities until
the end of the semester.

First Full Year
Total: $250-300/semester*
• Chapter/Colony Dues: $70-90/
month*

Decided by colony members. Payments can
be flexible or lump sum, and fund colony
activities.

Future Years

Join one of 70 graduate chapters, located in cities
across North America. A graduate chapter is a group
of graduate brothers from a variety of undergraduate
chapters that hold functions on a regular basis.

Graduate Advisors

Volunteer as a graduate advisor for an undergraduate
chapter. As an advisor, you will put yourself in a position
to make a tremendous impact on the lives of many
undergraduate members.

Pig Dinner

Attend your chapter’s Pig Dinner. Pig Dinner is the oldest,
chapter-based annual graduate event in the fraternal
world. It is an opportunity to be invited back to your
chapter to reconnect with brothers you went to school
with and meet current undergraduate brothers.

Total: $400-450/semester*
• Chapter/Colony Dues: $70-90/
month*

Decided by colony members. Payments can
be flexible or lump sum, and fund colony
activities.

• International Fraternity Dues/
Insurance: $140/semester*

These cover staff support, educational
programming, and liability coverage for
members involved in colony activities.

• Initiation Fee: $252.50* (one-time
fee) - due at time of initiation

Includes cost of fraternity badge,
membership certificate, opportunities for
educational scholarships and grants, and
membership dues for first year. In the case
of a colony, this fee is not due until the
colony is chartered, usually after an 18-24month colony period.

* Approximate totals

Philanthropy
Philanthropic Partners
The Fraternity formed philanthropic partnerships with
Donate Life and the United Service Organization (USO),
giving chapters the ability to more easily support these
organizations. Phi Gams sponsor fundraising events,
blood drives and
other fun projects to
benefit these and other
charitable causes.

Service & Philanthropy Data
2018-19 Academic Year

136,568
Community Service Hours

$1,495,618
Philanthropy $ Raised

Famous Brothers
Business

Politics & Government
Dick Costolo (Michigan 1985):
Former CEO, Twitter

Calvin Coolidge (Amherst 1895):
30th President of the United States

Phil Knight (Oregon 1959):
Founder and chairman emeritus,
Nike Corporation

Neil Gorsuch (Columbia 1988):
United States Supreme Court Justice
Mike Pence (Hanover 1981): Vice
President of the United States; former
Governor of Indiana

Entertainment
Johnny Carson (Nebraska 1949):
Former host, NBC’s “Tonight Show”
Jim Gaffigan (Purdue 1988):
Comedian; actor; writer; creator,
“The Jim Gaffigan Show”

Jared Polis (Princeton 1996):
Governor of Colorado

Science & Technology
Gene Cernan (Purdue 1956):
Astronaut, Apollo & Gemini Programs;
last man to walk on the moon

Jason Isbell (Memphis 2001):
Country music singer/songwriter;
Grammy Award winner
Seth Meyers (Northwestern
1996): Host, NBC’s “Late Night with
Seth Meyers;” actor, SNL

Media & Literature
Major Garrett (Missouri 1984):
Chief Washington Correspondent,
CBS News
Bill Geist (Illinois 1967): Retired
Correspondent, CBS Evening News,
60 Minutes, CBS Sports

Jack Swigert (Colorado 1953):
Astronaut, Apollo 13; one of 24
astronauts who flew to the moon

Sports
Jimmy Cefalo (Penn State 1978):
Former NFL player; sports broadcaster
Jack Nicklaus (Ohio State 1961): Alltime winningest professional golfer
Dean Smith (Kansas 1953): Hall of
Fame Head Basketball Coach, UNC
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